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Demonstration of waza from “Kashima-Shinto-Ryu Kenjutsu”

Lecturer: Tsunetaka YOSHIKAWA

The 65" Master of Kashima-Shinto-Ryu Kenjutsu

Chairperson: Yoriyasu OTA and Sotaro HONDA

Venue: Budokan at Tsukuba Campus of the University of Tsukuba

Program

Total Performance

Lecture

14 : 00-14 : 15
14 : 20-14 : 40

Partial Performance 14 : 40-15: 10

Workshop

Kendo originated in Japan and has spread
through more than 100 countries in the world.
Here in Ibaragi Prefecture, there is one of the
origins of the kemjutsu schools in Japan. It is
Kashima-Shinto-Ryu Kenjutsu which has been
passing down its traditional techniques for more
than 500 years up to the present.

In this year’s Kendo Specialist Subcommittee,
the planning working group decided to invite
Mr. Tsunetaka YOSHIKAWA, the 65" Master
of Kashia-Shinto-Ryu Kejutsu. Mr. Yoshikawa
will demonstrate some waza followed by a

workshop, which we all can participate in.

About Kashima-Shinto-Ryu Kenjutsu

About 1,570 years ago, Kuninazu-no-mabhito, a de-
scendant of O-kashima-no-mikoto, who was the top
priest of the Kashima-shrine, built an altar at Taka-
ma-ga-hara (the Plain of High Heaven) in the pre-
cincts of the Kashima-shrine and offered prayers.

He had a revelation from the god of Kashima,
Takemikazuchi-no-kami, with the secrets of
Shinmyo-ken, which is known as the law of
Futsu-no-mitama-no-tsurugi, Takemikazuchi-no-
kami's legendary sword.

This sword art later became known as Kashima-
no tachi, the Kashima sword. Urabe Yoshikawa,
Mahito's descendant, who was the top priest of
the shrine and his family carried on the tradition

15 :20-15 - 40

of Kashima-no-tachi.

In later years, Kashima-no-tachi became known
as Jyoko-ryu or Chuko-ryu as well as Kashima
Shichi-ryu. Kashima Shichi-ryu were the seven
most representative schools in the Kanto area,
as opposed to Kyo-hachi-ryu, the eight represen-
tative schools in Kyoto.

Tsukahara Bokuden Takamoto was born as
the second son of Urabe-no-Akikata in 1489. He
was adopted by Tsukahara-tosa-no-kami Yasumoto,
the lord of the Tsukahara clan. Bokuden learned
Kashima-chuko-ryu from his real father and
learned Katori-shinto-ryu from his adoptive
father. Bokuden also traveled throughout Japan
to train his skills by Musha-shugyo. He received
the divine revelation of “Kokoro arata ni koto ni
atare”, “fresh perspective; a mind open to change,
which is able to deal with anything” from
Takemikazuchi-no-kami while he was confining
himself in the Kashima-shrine to pray for years.

Bokuden was enlightened with the secrets of
Kashima-no-tachi and gave a formal name to his
system, Kashima-shinto-ryu, which has been
succeeded by the family of Urabe Yoshikawa to
the present day.

(Retreived from http://www.nithonkobudo
kyoukai.org/martialarts/022/: Nihon Kobudo
Association homepage)
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